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Technical Assistance Guidance 
(TAG) TAG 70-2026 

Issued Date: February 9, 2026 

Subject: Guidance for Provision of Food as a Supportive Service in WIOA Title I Programs 

 
Purpose 
This TAG provides guidance on the use of food as a supportive service for all WIOA Title I program 
sub-recipients. In keeping with Workforce Connections Policy YTH-040-04: Supportive Services, 
and ADW-030-06: Supportive Services, this TAG clarifies the conditions under which food may be 
provided as a supportive service to participants enrolled in Workforce Connections’ funded WIOA 
Title I programs, individually and in group settings. 

References 
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act of 2014 (Public Law 113-128); WIOA Final Rule – 20 
CFR Parts 675–683; Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit 
Requirements for Federal Awards – 2 CFR Part 200.403; U.S. Department of Labor Employment and 
Training Administration (USDOL-ETA) Guidance: TEGL 09-22 – WIOA Title I Youth Formula 
Program Guidance, TEGL 21-16, Change 1 – Third WIOA Title I Youth Formula Program Guidance, 
TEGL 23-19, Change 2 – Guidance on Pay-for-Performance Activities; DETR State Compliance Policy 
– Youth Support Services , Needs Related Payment, Incentive Payments – SCP 2.5; Workforce 
Connections Supportive Services Policies –YTH-040-04 (Youth) and ADW-030-06 (Adult); 
Workforce Connections Program Design Policies – YTH-040-02 (Youth) and ADW-030-02 (Adult); 
Workforce Connections Fiscal Policies – FIS-020 Series (e.g., FIS-020-01 Allowable Costs, FIS-020-
02 Cost Classification, FIS-020-04 Financial Reporting) 

Background 
The provision of food is intended to function as a supportive service for eligible program 
participants to reduce barriers to participation in allowable program activities, and to reach their 
employment and training goals. Food assistance may be offered directly by service providers or 
through coordinated partnerships and must be justified as necessary for a youth’s participation in 
program activities. All food-related expenditures must comply with federal cost principles under 2 
CFR Part 200.403 and be properly documented and approved. 

By defining key concepts and outlining the rationale for food assistance, this section supports Policy 
YTH-040-04’s and Policy ADW-030-06’s alignment with federal guidance and local implementation 
requirements. 
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Key concepts include: 
• Supportive Services: Services that enable individuals to participate in WIOA-funded 

activities. 
• Food Assistance: Provision of meals, groceries, or food vouchers to eligible participants. 
• Food Insecurity: Lack of reliable access to sufficient and nutritious food. 
• Individual Service Strategy (ISS): A personalized plan outlining services and goals for 

each youth participant. 
• Individual Employment Plan (IEP): A personalized plan outlining services and goals for 

each adult participant. 

Guidance 
• Food as a supportive service may be provided on an individual basis for eligible 

participants.  
• Supportive Services must be appropriately documented in the participant’s ISS/IEP. 
• Appropriate documentation of the participant’s receipt of voucher or other instrument of 

financial value must be included in the participant’s case file. 
• Subrecipient practices for providing food as a supportive service must be consistently 

applied throughout all Workforce Connections WIOA Title I funded activities. 
• Food costs must be justifiable, reasonable, and consistent with the project area within 

which the food is being provided. 
• Food shall not be provided for celebratory events. 
• For group settings (trainings, workshops, etc.), supportive services must still be 

individualized and documented in the individual ISS/IEP and case file. 
• Any food expenses that cannot be directly tied to a participant will be deemed unallowable 

and not eligible for reimbursement. 

Action 
• Share this information with all WIOA Title I staff and other interested parties as necessary 

or appropriate. Also review current policies referenced herein. 
• This TAG will serve as a compliance supplement for the enforcement of established 

requirements under WIOA Title I and its associated regulations. 
• Workforce Connections will continue to provide technical assistance to support the 

workforce system. For more information and/or updates, please contact your contract 
administrator at your earliest convenience.  

• An electronic version of this TAG and referenced Workforce Connections policies can be 
found at the Workforce Connections website. 

Technical Assistance 
Available upon request. 
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